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Introduction 
 Education has been adopted by the 
Federal Government as an instrument per 
excellence for effecting a better nation. it is 
the corner stone of any nation and has 
remained for sometimes a big industry in 
Nigeria (NERCE, 1991) the development 
of any nation in terms of peace, unity and 
stability depends to a large extent on the 
quality of her education which also 
depends, among other factors, on the 
professional qualification and occupational 
competency of the teachers. 

According to Ade-Ojo (1991) in 
Addison (1711) education is a 
companion which no misfortune can 
depress; no crime can destroy; no 
enemy can alienate, no disposition 
can enslave. At home, a friend; 
abroad, an introduction, in solitude, a 
solace; and in society; an ornament it 
chastens vice, it guides virtue; it gives 
at once, grade and government to 
genius without it, what is man? A 
splendid slave, reasoning savage. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lassa (1996) sees education as a 

crucial factor in the economic 
development, social welfare and 
improvement of the quality of life of a 
nation. It is the most powerful instrument 
for developing and empowering citizens 
for survival which in turn breed peace, 
unity and stability in a nation. 
 Nursery education which is the 
beginning of education in any nation aims 
at preparing every citizen for an integral 
member of the society and to live 
effectively in this modern age of science 
and technology. 
 
Conceptual Framework 
 Early childhood care and 
development  (ECD) as defined by 
UNICEF State of the World’s Children 
(2001) refers to a comprehensive approach 
to policies and programs for children from 
birth to eight years of age. Early childhood 
is a critical period for both physical growth 
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and development of cognitive function 
which are directly related to adequate care, 
health nutrition and stimulation. Before 
Nigeria became an independent country. It 
was rare to find day care centers or pre-
school institution. Most children stayed at 
home in the care of their grand parents, 
siblings, mothers, and relatives. There was 
also the extended family system, which 
helped in childcare and education through 
traditional methods, story telling and 
folktales. These days’ economic, 
demographic and social changes have 
brought about the need for extra familial 
early childhood care and education 
arrangements worldwide. Due to the 
economic situation or the country now, 
there is an increase in working women and 
the drift to the cities in search of white 
collar jobs.  These had marked effects on 
the care and upbringing of children. 
 Early childhood care and 
education are given in day care centers, 
nursery and kindergarten schools. 
Patronage or these facilities is largely in 
metropolitan areas where those children 
are catered for either in an institution or at 
home by paid workers or helpers. For the 
purpose of this paper, early childhood 
education (ECE) is the education given to 
children between 0 – 6 years (pre-school) 
just before the start or formal primary 
education. It is the overall development of 
the child socially, physically and 
intellectually. So it is therefore 
conceptualized as encompassing the care, 
development and education or children 
below the age of six (6) years. It is a 
foundation for a life long learning from 
conception to six years old; children 

undergo rapid mental and physical 
development and must be encouraged to 
learn. Thus to achieve early childhood 
education, adequate attention must be 
given to early childhood development and 
care. Children need more stimulation and 
learning opportunities than their parents 
can provide. Therefore, the education of 
young children must be effectively 
organized and pursued vigorously by the 
government through well articulated 
programs like the day-care, nursery and 
kindergarten schools. The nature of this 
education that the child receives in the first 
five years of life is critical for his or her 
overall development and later life chances. 
Early childhood education is thus 
considered as the bedrock upon which the 
other tiers of education re built therefore it 
must be given all the seriousness it 
deserves. 
 The goals of early childhood 
education according to Harvighurst 1952 
the goals of pre-school or early childhood 
education include: 
 Growing in independence. 
 Learning to give and share as well as 

receive affection. 
 Learning to get along with others. 
 Developing self-control. 
 Learning human and non-sexiest 

human roles. 
 Beginning to understand their 

bodies. 
 Learning and practicing large and 

small motor skills. 
 Beginning to understand and control 

the physical world and 
 Developing a positive feeling about 

their relationship to the world. 
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Policies and Issues on Early Childhood 
Instruction in Nigeria. 
 The Federal Government’s 
concern in the early childhood care is to 
improve standard and encourage genuine 
participation of all in the provision of 
adequate care, development and 
supervision of children. The National 
Policy on Education (FRCN, 2004) 
outlined some of the goals of nursery/pre-
primary education which are as follows: 
 Effecting a smooth transition from 

home to the school. 
 Preparing the child for the primary 

level of education. 
 Providing adequate care and 

supervision for children while their 
parents are at work. 

 Inculcating social norms. 
 Inculcating in the child the spirit of 

inquiry and creativity through the 
exploration of nature and the local 
environment through playing with 
toys, through artistic and musical 
activities and so on. 

 Teaching cooperation and team spirit. 
 Teaching the rudiments of numbers, 

letters, colours, shapes, forms etc. 
through play and. 

 Teaching good habits especially good 
health habits.  

Government also saw its role essentially as 
follows, while leaving pre-primary 
education to the private sector. 
 Encourage private efforts in the 

provision of pre-primary education. 
 Make provision in teacher training 

institutions for student teachers who 
want to specialize in pre-primary 
education. 

 Ensure that the medium of instruction 
will be principally the mother tongue 
or the language of the immediate 
environment. 

 Ensure that the main method of 
teaching in the pre-primary institution 
will be through play and the 
curriculum of teacher training colleges 
is appropriately oriented to achieve 
this. 

 Regulate and control the operation of 
the pre-primary education as well as 
ensure that the staff of pre-primary 
institutions is adequately trained and 
that essential equipment is provided. 
The policy document has a heavy 
emphasis on education of the Nigerian 
child. 

 
The Problems of Early Childhood 
Education 
 These are some of the problems 
facing early childhood education in 
Nigeria: 
 Poor rearing and stimulation practices. 
 Over crowded classroom and 

unsanitary environment. 
 Physical facilities/teaching aids, 

instructional material and toys are 
generally inadequate. 

 Personnel/care givers, teaching and 
workers at early child care pre-school 
level are unqualified. 

 Monitoring and evaluation are grossly 
inadequate due to lack of funds which 
prevent regular and effective 
monitoring. 

 Lack of early child care data base for 
planning and intervention for early 
childhood education. 
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 Government’s non-direct involvement 
in pre-school education. 

 Lack of professionalism of teachers of 
pre-primary school level. 

 Many proprietors and teachers of pre-
primary school do not have any basic 
knowledge or qualification in the area 
of early childhood education. 

 Mismatch of curricular to labour 
market demands. 

 
Reforms and Innovations in Early 
Childhood Education  
 Reform here means changes made 
to a system or organization in order to 
improve it while innovation means a new 
idea, method or invention put in a system. 
 In fashioning out its education 
reforms government has gained from the 
United States of America, the United 
Nations (UN) program on education, the 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGS) 
and ion, job creation and wealth 
generations, thus, it could be said that 
government has based its reforms and 
innovation plans and actions on frames and 
programme well known to have yielded 
laudable results. According to Ozoji, et al 
(2007), the national economic 
empowerment and development strategy 
(needs), needs aims at value orientation 
poverty eradicate. The reforms and 
innovations of early childhood education 
by the Goverant include: 

- Every child of school age 
shall be provided 
compulsory and universal 
basic education. 

- Every parent or guardian 
shall ensure that his/her 

child or ward attends and 
completes basic education. 

- Every Nigerian child has a 
right to full-time basic 
education suitable to his/her 
age, ability and aptitude by 
regular attendance at school. 

- Funding of the UBE shall be 
by the federal and state 
government at 50% of the 
total cost each. 

- Quality or education shall be 
maintained through the 
quality assurance department 
of the ministry of education 
whose function will include. 

A. Setting minimum standards 
and quality assurance in the 
UBE. 

B. Carrying out inspection to 
basic and secondary 
education institution in the 
country. 

C. Ensuring that adequate 
instructions are given to the 
pupils. 

D. Ensuring strict compliant 
with minimum standard and 
quality assurance in all basic 
and secondary education 
institution.  

E. Sanctioning any person or 
institution that fails to 
comply with improvement 
guideline in the institution 
concerned (education reform 
act 2004, part 2 Chapter 1). 

 Such efforts in carrying out pilot 
studies, workshops, seminars and the 
education of teaching needed for early 
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childhood education on teaching strategies 
and slave acquisition techniques enlisting 
the services and cooperation partnership or 
bodies like skill g Nigeria united. United 
Nations Education, scientific and criteria 
organization (UNESCO) and national for 
science and engineering infrastructural 
(NASENI), not forgetting our national 
teachers institute (NTI), and commendable. 
One would wish that these factors are 
reciprocated by effective implementation. 

The Way Forward 
 An important way forward for 
early childhood education in Nigeria based 
on the revamping strategy proposed is to 
evolve a development programs (i.e. 
through pre-service and via continuous 
capacity building and professional 
development of teachers. The following 
things must be put in place if early 
childhood education is to have its place of 
glory and professionalism restored. 
i. Heavily subsidizing early childhood 

education in all the institutions and 
centers. 

ii. Enhanced capacity building, 
exercises for all teachers of early 
childhood care. 

iii. Remunerated one year internship for 
all trainees’ successfully completing 
pre-service programme in colleges of 
education. 

iv. Selection into early childhood care 
training programme should have 
professional aptitude testing 
embedded in the criteria utilized. 

v. Colleges of education should be 
equipped and empowered to NCE 

run to B.Ed and BS.Ed programmes 
of seven years duration. 

 If all these years are put in place, 
early childhood education will gradually 
be a thing of glory in the country. 
 
Conclusion 
 The paper has tried to discuss early 
childhood education as the bedrock upon 
which the other tiers of education are built. 
It talked on policy and issues on early 
childhood care in Nigeria. The problems of 
early childhood education and the way 
forward. The paper noted that early 
childhood care is a key factor in the 
development of any nation because early 
childhood education is the beginning of the 
whole educational edifice and the success 
and failure of it depends on how well the 
early childhood education is handled. So 
far reforms and innovations in the 
country’s educational system to be 
effective and efficient it must first of all 
start at the early stage. So early childhood 
education should be well equipped and 
provided with adequate professional care 
and management.  
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